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S. 2137 - Legislative Branch Appropriations, 1999
Calendar No. 399

Reported from the Commlttee on Appropnatlons June 5, 1998, wnhout amendment, by a vote of
27-0. S. Rept. 105-204. ,

. S. 2137 an ongmal Senate bill, appropnates $l 59 billion in new budget authority for the
' legislative branch, exclusive of House items (the full House has not yet passed its =~ *
legislative branch spending blll) for FY 1999. This amount is $53.7 million above FY
1998, and $72.4 m11hon below the President’ s budget request [See chan attached to this
Notice.]

. The bill includes $469 4 million for Senate expenses, which is $8.3 million more than last
year, representing an-increase of about 1.8 percent. This increase is less than the
pro;ected cost-of-hvmg mcrease of 3.1 percent _ , o

. Fundmg for the Capitol Police (one of the Jomt Items) is mcreased by $6.3 mllhon to

$80.4 million, with this amount including an additional $1.2 million for security "
equipment.
. Title IV of the bill creates a Trade Deficit Review Commission to conduct a review of

national trade and investment policies, providing $2 million for this purpose.




.. HIGHLIGHTS
——

" . Senate Items:

Senate items total $469,391,000. This is a 1.8-percent increase over the FY98 levéi.

Provides the Sergeant at Arms, with the prior approval of the Rules Committee, the éuthority
to enter into agreements with public or private entities for the purpose of demonstrating
alternative fuel vehicles consistent with the.Bn:rgy Policy. Act of 1992.

Increases from $10,000 to $35,000 the authority of the Chaplain to pay authorized expenses
from the Office of the Chaplain Expense Revolving Fund.

Creates a re_vblving fund for the Senate Hair Care Services operation for all iﬁcome and
expenses generated by the Hair Care Services operation.

Joint Committee on Printing:

At the request of the Joint Committee on Printing, the Joint Committee 6n Printing is
eliminated, with interim funding provided through December 30. The Rules Committee is

provided $150,000 to assume the responsibilities of the Joint Committee on Printing.

Library ‘_of Cong‘,ress.:

Provides funding for 8 additional FTEs (ﬁxll'-timé-équivalent. positions) in the information
technology area to support Congress in the Year 2000 conversion and the Legislative
Inforn_;ation System. ' v

" Provides an additional $800,000 for the Books for the Blind program.

Provides 10 additional FTEs for the Congressionai Research Service’s succ_:eséiqn planning.

Increases funding for personnel and equipment for security.

- Government Accounting Office:

Prdvides for an overdil increase of 7 percent over the FY98 ievel.

Funds 75 of the 100 requested new FTEs — directing that a minimum of one-third of those

~ positions are to be in the information technology area to support Congress and its work for_
- the Year 2000 conversion. :
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Architect df the Capitol:

‘Funding totals $155.2 million, including $12.6 million for the Library of Congress, but
. excluding House items. -~ . o : o

- Includes $65‘0,000 for a financial management system.

Approximately 21 percent of the funds are for capital projects, the balance of which is for
the operating budget. , , . :

Government Printing Office:

Reduces the FTE positions level by 200.

Provides for the reimbursement of funds improperly transferred from the Government
Printing Office revolving fund. '

Includes repbrt 1anguage requiring the Public Printer to provide quarterly progress reports
on implementing the recommendations contained in the recently published management
review. .

Provides the Public Printer with the authority to enter into agreements with energy service
companies consistent with the Energy Policy Act of 1992. o

Capitol Police:

Increases funding for the Capitol Police by $6.3 million, to $80.4 million. This includes an
additional $1.2 million for security equipment. s '

General Provisions:

Permanently reauthorizes the American Folklife Center.

Trade Deficit Review Commission:

The committee notes the need for a comprehensive review of U.S. trade and economic
policies and their relationship to trade deficits is long overdue, and so creates a trade deficit
review commission. ' o :




L]
BILL PROVISIONS

Congressional Operations, 'Title I

The total appropriation for Title I (which does not include House funding) is $876.2 million,
$10.4 million over FY 1998 and $57 million less than the budget request.

Senate Operations: Total appropriation is $469.4 million, an amount which is $8.3 million above
FY 1998 and $7.3 million below the President's request, including:

$79.2 million for salaries of officers and employees of the Senate. This is an increase
of $1.9 million above FY 1998 and $563,000 below the request.

$239.2 million for the salaries of Senators’ staffs as well as the office expense
accounts, $4.7 million below the request and $10.6 million above FY 1998. This
funding level is sufficient to finance a 3.1-percent cost-of-living adjustment for
Senate staff (at the discretion of each Senator) and a $50,000 increase in each
Senator’s administrative and clerical allowance. The Committee report notes that

. Senators’ total staff level is now lower than it has been in more than a decade. Nofe:

The bill does not include any provisions relating to COLAs for Senators. Congress
typically would address this matter in the Treasury and General Government
appropriations bill [not yet reported], not the Legislative Branch bill.

$75.6 million for inquiries and investigations by all standing, special and select
committees, same as last year and $951,000 above the request, to cover the costs of
the new Special Committee on the Year 2000 and the additional Joint Committee on
Printing responsibilities assumed by the Rules Committee. :

$60.5 million for expenses of the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate,
which is $4.3 million below last year and $3 million below the request and $33.8
million for salaries, which is $554,000 below the budget request, and $768,000 above
last year. '

$13.7 million for salaries ($388,000 over last year) and $1.5 million for expenses (the

same as last year) for the Office of the Secretary of the Senate.

House Opera_tions: Since this is a Senate-originated bill, it excludes a total for House operations.

Architect of the Capitol: The bill provides $142.6 million (which is $13 million less than FY 1999
and $35.6 million less than requested) for the accounts contained in Title I, including
salaries, Capitol buildings.and grounds, the Senate office buildings and the Capitol power
plant. Additional funds are recommended in Title II for the Architect’s activities relative to
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the structural and mechanical care of the Library’s buildings and grounds, and the Botanic

.Garden. The request includes funding for a number of design projects for the Capitol Police,
including a master plan and for additional security items : .

Congressional Research Service: Thé Library §f Congress’s research arm receives $67.9 million
. for salaries and expenses, which is an increase of $3.3 million above FY 1998. [See separate
funding for the Library of Congress under Title I, below.]

Government Printing Office: The bill provides $75.5 million for éongressional printing and
" binding ($8.5 million below the request and $4.9 million above the current year).

Other Agencies, Title IT

Total appropriation of $706.8 million, $41.3 million more than FY 1998 and $17.4 million
less than requested, including: '

. Botanic Garden: The bill appropriates $3.2 miilion, which is $164,000 above last

year and $55,000 below the budget request. ‘ .

. Library of Congress: An amount of $298.1 million in salaries and expenses (this
excludes the funds for the Congressional Research Service provided in“Title I is
appropriated. This amount is $15.8 million above FY 1998, but $2.7 million below
the request. The Committee provides $46.9 million for salaries and expenses of
Books for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, which is $334,000 above FY98, but-
$1.3 million below the request. Also, the Committee provided $1.3 million-less than

_requested for furniture and furnishings, appropriating $4.5 million, which is $280,000
above FY98. ' ST ' 0

. Architect of the Capitol: The bill provides‘ $12.6 million for the Architect of the
Capitol for maintenance of the Library buildings and grounds (an increasé of
$993,000 over last year’s level and $3.6 million less than requested).

. General Accounting Office: . $365.3 millibn for salaries and expenses of the
General Accounting Office, a reduction of $4.4 million from the budget request and

an increase of $18.4 million over last year. Of the total amount, $2 million is
. authorized in offsetting collections.

 General Provisions, Titlé I

Provisions include routine provisions carried annually in the bill (secs. 301-306) and three new ones
proposed by the Committee:
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“ Section 308 provides the Public Printer with the authdrify, similar to other executive branch

agencies, to use Energy Service Companies (ESCOs) to reduce their energy costs." GPO
estimates that this provision has a potential annual savings of $500,000.

S;:ctioxi 309 provides for the permanent reauthorization of the American Folklife Center.
Section 310 provides for the reimbursement of funds improperly transferred from the

Government Printing Office revolving fund and clarifies that GPO is not subject to section
8147 of title 5. :

Trade Deficit Review Commission, Title IV

The bill establishes a commission to review the trade deficit. The last comprehensive review
of national trade and investment policies was conducted by a Presidential Commission in
1970. Persons appointed to the Commission should be representative of a broad cross-
section of economic and trade perspectives. The Committee expects that members would
bé appointed not later than 60 days after the date of enactment, and the appointments would
be made for the life of the Commission. The Commission will be responsible for developing -
trade policy recommendations to be submitted to Congress and the President.

—
COST

CBO estimates the bill would result in $1.59 billion in budget authority and $1.63
billion in outlays (excluding $94 million in mandatory BA and outlays). These amounts do
not include the costs associated with the House items.

. ]
POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS
A

At press time, there were no known amendments.

Staff Contact: Judy Myers, 224-2946
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S.2137, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS, 1999

SUMMARY OF THE BILL

Senate bill compared with-—

TITLE IV—TRADE DEFICIT REVIEW COMMISSION

1998 Budget estimates, ' Committee -
. Department or agency appropriation w1999 recommendation 1998 - Budget estlmatu.' :
awmﬂltion 1999 .
* TITLE —CONGRESSIONAL OPERATIONS : | | ]
,Se‘nate, ................. $461,055,000  $476,728,000  $469,391,000 + $8336000 - 87 337 000 g
qut items R 86,710,500 97,695,000 92,961,400 +6,250900 - -4 733 600 .
Office of Compliance ...................... 2,479,000 2,286,000 2,286,000 -193000 ...
Congressional Budget Office 24,797,000 25,938,000 25,671,000 + 874,000 -~ 267, 000
Architect of the Capitol .. 155,546,000 178,100,000 142,562,000 1,584,000 14, 970,000
Library of Congress: Congressional Research Semce ................................................................ 64,603,000 68,461,000 67,877,483 3,274,483 ~ 583, 517
Congressional printing and binding, Government Printing Office ..............co.ooooooovroo 170,652,000 - - 84,000,000 15,500,000 4,848,000 -8.’500.000:"
Total, title I, Congressional OPerations ............................o 865842500 933208000 876248883 10406383 56,959,117
TITLE II—OTHER AGENCIES : : .
BOtanic GArden ....................ccooeoiveeoveeeeeeeeesseereeesesemssesssssens cessrmenseaessaisaressaasiens 3,016,000 3,235,000 3,180,000 164000 .= —55,000.
Library of Congress (EXCEPE CRS) ..............uuueeeveeermsmemeemmmeeeneneseesessesssessesssssssssssssssssesesesseseseees 282,309,000 300,871,000 298,128,542 15,819,542 1= 2,742,458
Architect of the Capitol (Library buildings and grounds) ...............oooooooooveeommoooooeoeeoeeoeeeeoeevso, 11,573,000 16,139,000 12,566,000 993,000 —3,573,000 -
Govemment Printing Office (except congressional printing and bmdmg) 29,077,000 30,200,000 29,600,000 + 523,000 - 608,000
Government Printing Office revolving fund .............. 6,000,000 i - — 6,000,000
 General Accounting Office 339,499,000 367,728,000 363,298,000 23,799,000 1-4..430.000' :
Total, title Il, Other agencies ... 665,474,000 724,173,000 706,722,542  +41,298542 - ll.40_0.45§, '

+2,000,000

Trade CommiSSIon APPIOPRIALION .........cccccvvvecrecereereeceerorsioes oo eesesssmsesssseees s . 2,000,000 + 2,000,000 !
Grand total 1,531,316500  1,657,381,000  1,585021,425  +53,704925 - 72,359,575

!Includes a transfer of $11,017,000 from the revolving fund.




